Electroelution of antigens immobilized on antibody-linked affinity matrices.
An electrophoretic elution procedure for desorption of antigens from antibody-linked gel matrices is described which is performed in a commercially available elution device. The technique presented does not involve denaturing conditions such as chaotropic reagents or low and high pH elution buffers. Comparison of electroelution and conventional elution with acidic buffer reveals that the techniques is especially suitable for monoclonal antibodies with high affinity for their ligands. Recovery of antigens after electroelution is significantly higher than by desorption with glycine-HCl, pH 2.5. There is no loss of antigens during post-elution procedures. Proteins are obtained in small elution volumes and can be desalted without sample transfer.